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was found to be full of them. Locusts should be gathered
in the morning while the dew is still on their wings "
(Blunt).

The chief domestic animals are the ass, mule, fat-
tailed sheep, and above all the camel and horse. Of the
latter there are two classes: the kaclishi, of unknown
pedigree, used for rough work; and the kokhlani, or
koheileh, whose genealogies have been recorded for over
2000 years, and which spring traditionally from Solo-
mon's studs. They are mostly of small size, between 13
and 14 hands high, but symmetrical, hardy, and endowed
with extraordinary staying power. The best breed,
formerly in the Nejd, is now said to be found amongst
the Anazeh and other Bedouin tribes of Mesopotamia.
But opinions differ on the point, and while Blunt holds
that " the tale of a distinct Nejd breed is entirely fabu-
lous/' Eawlinson still considers that the Anazeh is " of
much inferior blood to a real Nejd horse." ITejd is
supposed to abound in horses, but this would seem to be
a mistake. Burckhardt long ago remarked that here they
are comparatively rare, and that the Bedouins of the rich
Mesopotamian plains own the largest stock. This view
is now confirmed by Blunt, who asserts that " horses of
any kind are exceedingly rare in Nejd," Here "the
camel is the universal means of locomotion with the
Bedouins. The townsmen go on foot."

But for the camel the desert would be absolutely
uninhabitable. Of this animal there are several species,
or rather varieties, abounding especially in Nejd, hence
termed Omm-el-Hel, or " Mother of Camels." The Nejd
" Ship of the Desert" will pass four and even five days
in the summer heats without a drop of water; but those
most suited for riding are said to come from Oman.
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